ATTENTION:  FCNL  has  a  new  telephone 
number!  The  next  time  you  call,  use  202/ 
547-6000,  Help  us  spread  the  word  to  all 
friends  of  FCNL. 
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FCNL  PRIORITIES  FOR  THE  97TH  CONGRESS 


Approved  by  the  General  Committee,  November  16,  1980 

•  Supporting  the  right  of  dissent  and  opposing  conscription  and  capital  punishment 

•  Assuring  adequate  funding  for  human  needs  programs;  cutting  military  sptending 

•  Strengthening  the  disarmament  negotiation  process  and  securing  passage  of  dis¬ 
armament  treaties 

•  Promoting  Native  American  political  and  economic  self-determination 

•  Building  international  institutions  (with  emphasis  on  the  UN  Law  of  the  Sea  Treaty) 

•  Promoting  peace  in  the  Middle  East 


. .  .  many  nations  shall  come,  and  say: 

Come  let  us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord, 
that  he  may  teach  us  his  ways  and  we  may  walk  in  his  paths". . . . 

He  shall  judge  between  many  peoples,  and  shall  decide  for  strong  nations . . . 

and  they  shall  beat  their  swords  into  plowshares,  and  their  spears  into  pruning  hooks; 
nation  shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  neither  shall  they  learn  war  any  more; 
but  they  shall  sit  every  man  under  his  vine  and  fig  tree, 

and  none  shall  make  them  afraid. . . .  (Micah  4:2-4) 


This  issue  of  the  FCNL  Washington 
Newsletter  accompanies  our  annual 
appeal  for  your  financial  support: 

If  you  now  contribute  regularly,  we 
hope  that  you'll  send  this  year's  gift  early. 

If  you  have  not  been  involved  in  the 
work  of  the  FCNL  recently,  we  hope  that 
this  complimentary  newsletter  will  moti¬ 
vate  you  to  become  an  active  supporter 
again. 

It  is  your  support  that  enables  us  to 
continue  as  a  Quaker  presence  on  Capi¬ 
tol  Hill  and  we  thank  you. 


Reversing  the 
Arms  Race 

Before  the  arms  race  can  be  reversed 
there  must  be  an  increase  in  trust  and 
confidence  among  world  leaders. 

We  will  encourage  exchanges  of  policy 
makers  in  the  U.S.  and  the  USSR,  as  one  way 
to  build  better  understanding  of  the  goals, 
motives,  and  policies  of  opposing  nations. 

A  major  public  education  effort  is 
needed  in  support  of  U.S.  policies 
aimed  at  building  true  world  peace. 

We  will  encourage  the  Administration  to 
support  and  the  Congress  to  establish  a  U.S. 
Academy  of  Peace  and  Conflict  Resolution, 
insulated  to  the  maximum  possible  extent 
from  military  and  political  pressures. 

We  will  analyze  the  "deterrence"  doc¬ 
trine  which  is  the  cornerstone  of  U.S.  mili¬ 
tary  policy.  We  expect  to  show  that  this  poli¬ 
cy  increases  rather  than  decreases  the  likeli¬ 
hood  of  nuclear  war.  We  will  challenge  fun¬ 
damentally  the  doctrine  of  "limited"  nuclear 
war  and  the  concept  of  "winning"  all-out 
nuclear  wars.  We  will  seek  a  basic  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  concept  of  "national  security." 

(Cont.  on  p.  2) 


A  New  Decade 

A  New  Administration 
A  New  Congress 
A  New  Opportunity; 

yet  both  public  and  private  problems  remain 
rooted  in  greed  and  violence,  in  individual 
and  corporate  short-sightedness,  which 
seem  to  go  on  and  on. 

In  a  complex  world  filled  with  cruel 
dilemmas  we  hold  to  the  vision  of  relations 
based  on  love,  justice  and  social  concern. 
Indeed,  these  standards  are  essential  for  hu¬ 
man  welfare  and  even  for  the  survival  of 
civilization. 

The  vision  we  hold  strengthens  us  and  is 
eternal ;  yet  it  is  new  to  each  person  and  each 
community  which  discovers  it.  As  we  unite 
with  the  Source  of  that  vision,  we  become 
more  than  ourselves. 


The  FCNL  Priorities  for  the  97th  Congress 
are  those  issues  on  which  FCNL  staff  and 
Committees  will  focus  most  of  our  attention, 
and  on  which  we  will  seek  to  initiate  activity. 
Work  in  Washington  soon  rings  hollow  with¬ 
out  the  active  support  of  concerned  citizens 
throughout  the  country.  Please  share  reports 
and  results  of  your  attempts  to  inform  public 
policy  decisions,  so  that  our  work  may  be 
more  useful  to  you  in  return. 


We  do  not  expect  to  take  the  initiative  on 
non-priority  issues.  But  we  will  support  in¬ 
itiatives  taken  by  kindred  groups  and  may 
join  in  these  efforts.  Our  staff  hopes  to  be 
able  to  resF>ond  to  inquiries  and  help  guide 
your  actions  in  those  instances  when  your 
interests  go  beyond  the  priority  issues  on 
which  FCNL's  General  Committee  has  de¬ 
cided  we  can  work  effectively. 


•7 


Page  2 


FCNL  Washington  Newsletter,  January  1981 


Missiles  vs.  Margarine 

The  1 981  battle  of  the  budget  promises  to 
be  bitter  and  its  outcome  calamitous  for 
many  people  if  the  Reagan  budget  imple¬ 
ments  tlie  Republican  Party  platform  and  if 
Congressional  divisions  are  as  strong  as  ex¬ 
pected. 

Before  he  leaves  office,  Pres.  Carter  will 
propose  a  budget  for  the  year  beginning  Oct. 
1,  1981  (FY82).  Soon  after  Pres.  Reagan 
takes  office,  he  will  submit  his  revisions  of 
the  Carter  FY82  budget.  He  is  also  expected 
to  propose  changes  in  the  current  FY81 
budget. 

The  first  major  struggle  over  budget  priori¬ 
ties  will  take  place  in  the  House  and  Senate 
Budget  Committees  and  during  subsequent 
floor  action. 

We  do  not  yet  know  even  the  outlines  of 
the  Reagan  budget,  but  tension  between 
military  spending  and  human  needs  seems 
obvious. 

Military  spending.  In  1980,  Congress  and 
the  Carter  Administration  increased  military 
spending  some  5%  above  inflation — $1 72.7 
billion  budget  authority  for  “050  national 
defense"  for  FY81  in  the  second  budget  re¬ 
solution.  The  Republican  Platform  and 
candidate  Reagan  argued  a  5%  increase  was 
inadequate.  If  the  Reagan  Administration 
also  proposes  a  major  tax  cut  in  FY82,  the 
pressure  to  cut  human  needs  programs  will 
be  tremendous.  Almost  certain  targets  in¬ 
clude: 

International  Development  Assistance. 

Already  operating  under  continuing  resolu¬ 
tions  since  1 979,  development  aid  programs 
will  be  subject  to  further  attacks. 

Domestic  Nutrition  Programs.  Sen. 
Helms  (R-NC),  new  chair  of  the  Senate  Agri¬ 
culture  Committee,  has  served  notice  that  he 


will  press  for  major  cuts  in  food  stamps  and 
other  food  supplement  programs. 

Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent  Children. 

Attacks  on  "welfare  cheats"  will  almost  cer¬ 
tainly  hit  some  needy  families. 

Comprehensive  Employment  and 
Training  Act.  Many  members  of  Congress 
feel  that  CETA  funds  have  not  yielded  visible 
benefits. 

Other  possible  targets  for  cuts  include: 
Housing,  Health  Care,  Social  Security  and 
Supplemental  Security  Income. 

Drafting  Freedom 

Conscription.  Three  current  "unknowns" 
will  strongly  influence  prospects  for  a  major 
conscription  battle  in  the  97th  Congress:  1) 
The  Reagan  Administration's  policy  toward 
registration  and  revived  induction  authority; 
2)  the  Supreme  Court's  decision  on  whether 
men-only  registration  is  constitutional,  ex¬ 
pected  in  mid-1981;  and  3)  possible  U.S. 
military  intervention  which  could  be  used  as 
a  rationale  for  a  revived  draft. 

Congressional  and  public  attitudes  and 
reactions  to  these  and  other  events  will  be 
crucial.  FCNL  will  keep  supporters  informed 
of  developments  and  suggest  ways  your  ac¬ 
tions  can  be  effective  in  influencing  policy. 

Compulsory  national  service.  This  is 
being  promoted  as  an  attractive  alternative 
by  some  former  draft  opponents.  We  will 
analyze  various  proposals,  distinguishing 
between  constructive  voluntary  service 
programs,  which  we  support,  and  proposals 
for  compulsory  national  service  in  which 
military  manpower  requirements  are  a  pri¬ 
mary  component. 

World  Peace  Tax  Fund.  Conscientious  ob¬ 
jectors  are  already  having  their  money  con¬ 
scripted  for  war  purposes  under  federal  tax 


laws.  We  will  support  reintroduction  of  bills 
to  create  a  World  Peace  Tax  Fund,  which 
would  provide  the  same  alternative  for  tax¬ 
payers  as  is  now  found  for  C.O.'s  in  the 
Selective  Service  law. 

Dissent.  Civil  liberties  and  basic  constitu¬ 
tional  rights  of  dissent  could  come  under 
attack  in  the  97th  Congress.  We  will  be 
watching  developments  closely  and  will 
especially  oppose  limits  on  free  speech, 
assembly,  and  the  right  of  peaceful  dissent. 
We  will  monitor  proposed  Selective  Service 
regulations  as  they  apply  to  conscientious 
objectors. 

Death  Penalty.  Efforts  to  extend  the  feder¬ 
al  death  penalty  will  intensify  in  1981 .  Sen. 
Strom  Thurmond  SC,  who  will  chair  the  Sen¬ 
ate  Judiciary  Committee,  has  already  identi¬ 
fied  this  as  a  priority.  We  will  continue 
Friends'  historic  opposition  to  capital 
punishment. 

Setting  Sail 

The  UN  Law  of  the  Sea  (LOS)  Treaty  will 
be  emphasized  as  FCNL  works  to  build  inter¬ 
national  institutions.  The  first  major  issue 
will  be  the  appointment  of  the  U.S.  ambas- 
sadortothe  LOS  Conference.  Elliot  Richard¬ 
son  has  recently  resigned  that  position. 
George  Aldrich,  the  interim  ambassador,  is 
not  likely  to  be  reappointed.  The  choice  of  a 
new  ambassador,  and  the  negotiating  in¬ 
structions  that  accompany  the  U.S.  delega¬ 
tion,  will  have  a  profound  effect  on  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  Conference.  FCNL  will  oppose 
any  attempt  to  disrupt  the  impetus  of  the 
negotiations. 

(Cont.  on  p.  3) 


Arms  Race  (Cont.  from  p.  1) 

Previously  approved  treaties  may  be 
eroded  and  current  negotiations  under¬ 
mined. 

We  will  oppose  any  efforts  to  abrogate  the 
1972  Anti-Ballistic  Missile  Treaty.  We  will 
urge  immediate  resumption  of  the  Strategic 
Arms  Limitation  Talks  and  a  maximum  effort 
by  U.S.  and  Soviet  negotiators  at  Geneva  to 
reach  agreement  prohibiting  the  production 
and  deployment  of  chemical  weapons.  We 
will  oppose  all  U.S.  preparations  for  nerve 
gas  production. 

A  comprehensible  and  comprehensive 
peace  program  is  essential. 

We  will  support  the  concept  of  a  nuclear 
freeze  or  moratorium  on  all  further  nuclear 
weapons  research,  production,  or  deploy¬ 
ment,  as  a  first  step.  We  also  support  un¬ 
ilateral  Soviet  or  U.S.  initiatives  to  suspend 
development  of  various  weapons  in  order  to 
stimulate  progress  toward  negotiated 
treaties. 


FCNL  legislative  staff  are  (I.  to  r.):  Carl  Semmler,  Frances  Neely,  Marcia  Harrington,  Ruth 
Flower,  Carolyn  Dougherty,  Ed  Snyder. 
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Native  American  Rights  Promoting  Peace 


As  a  non-Indian  organization,  we  seek  to 
shape  our  Native  American  legislative  agen¬ 
da  to  reflect  major  concerns  voiced  by  Indi¬ 
an  people.  (See  FCNL  Newsletter,  Nov, 
1980)  Our  work  will  emphasize  the  princi¬ 
ple  of  economic  and  political  self- 
determination  for  tribes,  whi le  conti nu i ng  to 
rely  on  acceptance  of  treaty  rights  and  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  the  U.S.  government's 
“trust  responsibility."  We  will  guard  against 
legislation  which  threatens  Native  American 
control  over  and  rights  to  their  land,  water, 
and  mineral  resources. 

These  are  likely  issues: 

•  Proposals  to  cut  federal  human  needs 
programs  threaten  adequate  funding  of  the 
Indian  Health  Care  Improvement  Act. 
Funding  reauthorization  in  1980  mandated 
p?  study  of  health  hazards  posed  by  nuclear 
resource  development  on  or  near  Indian 
lands. 

•  Energy  resources  on  Indian  lands  repre¬ 
sent  a  significant  proportion  of  the  uranium. 


Setting  Sail  (Cont.  from  p.  2) 

The  fight  for  signing  and  ratification  will 
begin  after  the  Treaty  is  produced  this  spring. 
FCNL  will  be  involved  in  efforts  to  increase 
public  awareness  of  the  Treaty  and  its  im¬ 
plications,  in  part  by  working  with  a  newly 
formed  interdenominational  taskforce  and 
a  broadly  based  coalition  called  Citizens  for 
Ocean  Law. 


THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL 
LEGISLATION  includes  Friends  appointed  by 
24  Friends  Yearly  Meetings  and  by  1 2  other 
Friends'  organizations  in  the  United  States.  Ex¬ 
pressions  of  views  in  the  FCNL  WASHING¬ 
TON  NEWSLETTER  are  guided  by  the  State¬ 
ment  of  Policy,  prepared  and  approved  by  the 
Committee.  Sreking  to  follow  the  leadings  of 
the  Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks  for  itself  and  for 
like-minded  Friends. 


FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER.  Contri¬ 
butors  to  this  issue  include;  Ed  Snyder,  Frances 
Neely,  Don  Reeves,  Ruth  Flower,  Steve  Lin- 
scheid,  Ted  Zuern,  Carl  Semmler,  Marcia  Har¬ 
rington,  Linda  Coffin.  Subscription  price  $15 
per  year. 


coal,  gas,  and  oil  in  the  U.S.  There  will  be 
tremendous  pressure  on  tribes  to  allow  de¬ 
velopment  of  these  resources.  We  will  work 
to  protect  the  right  of  tribes  to  decide 
whether  or  how  such  resources  may  be  de¬ 
veloped. 

•  Western  Shoshone  land  and  treaty 
rights,  already  in  danger,  are  further 
threatened  by  the  proposal  to  base  the  MX 
missile  system  in  Nevada  and  Utah. 

•  The  extent  of  tribal  jurisdiction  over 
non-Indians  on  tribal  lands  has  been  under¬ 
cut  by  recent  court  decisions.  Legislation  to 
address  jurisdictional  "gaps"  may  be  ex¬ 
pected. 

•  Indian  water  rights,  established  in 
treaties  and  agreements  and  upheld  by  U.S. 
courts,  already  came  under  attack  in  the 
closing  days  of  the  96th  Congress.  Such 
attacks  will  continue  as  competition  in¬ 
creases  for  water  resources  in  the  West. 


Most  Congressional  committees  are  sup- 
F>orting  the  idea  of  an  international  treaty, 
but  there  is  division  over  specific  points. 
Controversy  centers  on  the  deep  seabed 
mining  articles  which  mining  companies 
and  some  committee  members  charge 
would  restrict  free  enterprise  and  endanger 
national  security. 

FCNL  will  also  encourage  support  for 
other  international  treaties,  including  the 
Moon  Treaty  and  Human  Rights  Covenants, 
and  continue  to  support  the  United  Nations 
and  other  multinational  agencies.  Congres¬ 
sional  hearings  involving  the  international 
community  will  be  encouraged.  FCNL  will 
sponsor  informational  seminars  for  Congres¬ 
sional  staff  and  non-governmental  repre¬ 
sentatives.  Our  ultimate  goal  is  to  achieve  a 
system  of  making  changes  and  resolving 
conflicts  without  violence  or  war. 

FCNL  needs  help  in  gathering  information 
on  public  reactions  and  media  attitudes  to¬ 
ward  the  LOS  Treaty.  Please  send  us  clip¬ 
pings  from  local  news  sources  and  inform  us 
of  TV  and  radio  programs  which  may  need 
response. 


Promoting  peace  in  the  Middle  East  will 
continue  to  be  an  FCNL  priority  in  1981. 
Official  U.S.  efforts  to  help  attain  peace  have 
been  intensive,  expensive,  and  largely  in¬ 
effectual,  partly  because  of  refusal  to  talk 
with  the  PLO.  Israel  and  Egypt  receive  about 
one  half  of  bilateral  U.S.  economic  assist¬ 
ance  to  developing  nations.  Egypt  buys  be¬ 
tween  one  third  and  one  half  of  the  food 
distributed  on  concessional  terms  under  P.L. 
480.  Massive  military  aid  is  extended  to  both 
countries,  partly  as  a  reward  for  signing  the 
Egyptian-lsraeli  Peace  Treaty. 

In  addition  to  playing  a  major  role  in  the 
Arab-lsraeli  dispute,  the  United  States  seeks 
to  curtail  Soviet  influence  and  retain  its  posi¬ 
tion  as  an  important  consumer  of  Middle 
East  oil.  Billions  in  weaponry  and  military 
construction  services  are  being  sold  to  oil- 
rich  Saudi  Arabia.  Since  Afghanistan,  steps 
have  been  taken  to  improve  U.S.  capability 
to  "project  forces  more  rapidly"  into  the 
Persian  Gulf. 

During  the  year,  FCNL  will  support: 

•  Use  of  UN  peacekeeping  forces  through¬ 
out  Lebanon; 

•  Insertion  of  UN  peacekeeping  units  into  all 
territories  occupied  by  Israel  since  1967, 
and  the  withdrawal  of  Israeli  forces; 

•  Talks  with  the  PLO,  to  obtain  a  realistic 
view  of  the  goals  of  this  umbrella  group  of 
Palestinians; 

•  Increased  contributions  to  multilateral  aid 
programs  prom:oting  conservation  and  fair 
distribution  of  scarce  Middle  East  resources 
such  as  water; 

•  Expansion  of  small  scale  people-to-people 
development  projects  in  the  West  Bank  and 
Gaza; 

•  Curtailment  of  U.S.  oil  imports  to  reduce 
pressure  on  Middle  East  institutions  and  con¬ 
serve  resources; 

•  Forgiveness  of  Israeli  indebtedness  to  the 
United  States  to  help  Israel  regain  control  of 
its  economy; 

•  Withdrawal  of  Israel's  eligibility  for  U.S. 
economic  assistance.  Official  U.S.  aid 
should  be  concentrated  in  the  poorer  coun¬ 
tries  of  the  globe; 

•  Elimination  of  U.S.  arms  traffic  with  Mid¬ 
dle  East  purchasers  and/or  suppliers; 

•  Withdrawal  of  U.S.  forces  from  the  Persian 
Gulf/Indian  Ocean  area. 


FCNL  has  learned  that  some  copies  of  the 
December  Newsletter  were  blurred  in 
printing.  We  apologize  and  will  gladly 
send  replacement  copies  to  Friends  who 
request  them. 
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SOME  POSITIVE  THOUGHTS  ABOUT  1980 


In  the  final  Conference  showdown  on  the 
military  budget  in  early  December,  Sen.  Hat¬ 
field  prevented  the  Conference  Committee 
from  approving  $19  million  for  outfitting  a 
planned  nerve  gas  production  plant  at  Pine 
Bluff,  Arkansas.  The  battle  over  binary 
weapons  will  continue  in  I98I. 

A  major  revision  of  the  federal  criminal 
code  was  not  adopted.  The  bills  were  so 
complex  and  controversial  that  they  were  not 
brought  to  either  the  Senate  or  House  floor 
in  the  closing  days.  A  House  Judiciary  Sub¬ 
committee  had  made  numerous  improvements  in 
the  Senate  version  during  lengthy  considera¬ 
tion  in  1980. 

The  Senate  Appropriations  Committee,  on 
recommendation  of  Sen.  Hatfield  and  supported 
by  FCNL,  included  a  provision  requiring  the 
draft  registration  form  to  include  a  box 
where  a  registrant  could  claim  conscientious 
objector  status.  The  provision  was  lost  on 
the  floor,  but  helped  solidify  recognition 
ofC.O.  status  with  Congress  and  the  Selec¬ 
tive  Service  System. 

The  election  campaign  showed  that  peace 
is  a  potent  issue.  The  Reagan  charge  that 
Carter  arms  increases  were  inadequate 
fizzled.  Carter  took  the  offensive  and  was 
making  progress  on  the  SALT  theme  until 
Reagan  at  the  opening  of  the  crucial  TV  de¬ 
bate  declared  himself  a  ’’peace"  candidate: 

"J  believe  with  dll  my  heart  that  our  first 
priority  must  be  world  peaoey  and  that  use 
of  foroe  is  always  and  only  a  last  resort ^ 
when  everything  else  has  failed^  and  then 
only  with  regard  to  our  national  security. " 

All  of  the  u. S.  diplomatic  hostages  in 
Iran  survived  despite  their  highly  precar¬ 
ious  position. 

Economic  Dialogues.  This  past  year  FCNL 
sponsored  three  Quaker  Dialogues  on  What 
Changes  are  Needed  in  the  U.S.  Economy?  The 
Dialogues  provided  an  opportimity  for  FCNL 
staff  and  Policy  Committee  to  share  in  the 


thinking  of  a  broad  cross  section  of  Friends 
in  the  business  community  and  academia.  A 
resume  of  proceedings  is  being  compiled  and 
will  be  available  on  request.  Write  for 
"Visions  and  the  Economy. " 

Middle  East  Forums,  in  1979,  FCNL  helped 

launch  a  series  of  continuing  Washington  fo¬ 
rums  for  representatives  of  non-governmental 
organizat.  .ins.  The  goal  of  the  forums  is  to 
help  organizations  improve  their  ability  to 
assess  U.S.  policy  on  Middle  East  issues. 

FY198l-8i+  funding  reauthorization  was  ap¬ 
proved  for  the  1976  Indian  Health  Care  Im¬ 
provement  Act  (S.  2728).  Also  approved  was 
legislation  providing  for  the  conservation 
and  enhancement  of  Pacific  Northwest  fishing 
resources,  which  respects  Indian  treaty 
fishing  rights  and  provides  a  framework  for 
Indian/non-Indian  cooperation  in  resource 
management  (S.  2163).  The  Senate  Select 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  was  kept  tempo¬ 
rary,  but  extended  three  years. 

A  Food  Security  Reserve  to  back  up  the 
Food  for  Peace  program  was  established  when 
President  Carter  signed  the  Agricultural 
Act  of  1980,  on  December  2.  FCNL  has  worked 
on  this  issue  for  nearly  four  years. 

At  the  last  minute.  Congress  exempted  the 
Imperial  Valley  irrigation  district  from 
reclamation  rules,  but  rejected  a  more  seri¬ 
ous  amendment  exempting  the  larger  districts 
in  central  California. 

Congress  passed  a  foreign  aid  authoriza¬ 
tion  bill,  but  neither  house  took  up  the 
related  appropriations  bill,  opting  instead 
for  a  continuing  resolution. 


Sorry!  Two  numbers  were  omitted  from 
the  Update  pages  of  our  last  Newsletter. 
Barry  Commoner  received  220,769  votes  in 
the  1980  Presidential  election  and  there 
were  approximately  76  million  non-voters 


January,  1981 


FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  LEGISLATION 


245  Second  Street,  N.E. 
Washington,  D.C.  20002 
(202)  547-6000 


Dear  Friends: 

More  than  any  Congress  in  recent  memory,  the  97th  poses  an  enormous 
challenge.  Only  our  initiative,  creativity  and  resources  will  limit  our 
opportunity  to  acquaint  this  new  Congressional  community  with  the  values 
Friends  have  held  to  be  both  a  declaration  of  human  worth  and  essential 
to  human  survival.  While  the  make-up  of  this  Congress  has  caused  us  to 
reconsider  our  short  term  objectives,  it  has  also  strengthened  our 
commitment  to  stand  firm  in  FCNL's  traditional  Quaker  witness.  Early 
Friends  were  challenged  by  George  Fox  to  be  of  service  to  God  and  to 
creation  in  their  own  generation.  That  call  is  still  valid.  We  must 
seek  appropriate  avenues  for  serving  God  and  creation  in  our  day! 

As  the  new  clerk  of  the  widely  representative  General  Committee,  I  am 
convinced  that  you  will  find  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Leg¬ 
islation  just  such  a  vehicle  for  "speaking  truth  to  power".  The  en¬ 
closed  newsletter  spells  out,  in  typical  FCNL  fashion,  the  anticipated 
legislative  agenda.  The  newsletter  is  now  mailed  FIRST  CLASS.  This  is 
not  an  extravagance.  It  is  an  attempt  to  place  "Action"  material  in 
your  hands  as  quickly  as  possible  so  you  may  knowledgeably  participate 
in  current  policy  discussions  with  your  elected  officials. 

Our  staff  includes  three  full  time  lobbyists  who,  with  their  respective 
support  staffs,  will  utilize  more  than  70%  of  our  entire  budget  for  the 
legislative  effort.  General  administration  is  expected  to  consume  20% 
of  our  1981  budget  and  fund  raising  will  take  10%.  Our  program  for  1981 
is  expected  to  cost  $411,000. 

Salaries  &  Benefits  $289,000  Travel  $18,000 

Newsletters  35,000  Postage/Phones  20,000 

Materials/Resources  39,000  Office  Space  10,000 

Last  year,  thanks  to  generous  giving  on  the  part  of  nearly  5,000  per¬ 
sons,  we  virtually  met  our  budget!  Most  made  direct  contributions. 

Some  made  interest-free  loans.  Others  encouraged  their  local  Meeting  or 
Church  to  budget  funds  for  FCNL.  We  had  more  contributors  than  in  any 
other  year  and  what's  more,  there  was  a  significant  effort  on  the  part 


Robert  P.  Fetter  Clerk,  General  Committee 
Edward  F.  Snyder  Executive  Secretary 

Wilton  E.  Hartzler 


Ralph  Rose  Clerk,  Executive  Committee 
Frances  E.  Neely  Legislative  Secretary 
Associate  Secretary  for  Administration 


E.  Raymond  Wilson  Executive  Secretary  Emeritus 
Ruth  Flower  Legislative  Secretary 


Nick  Block  Finance  Secretary 


of  many  to  increase  their  giving.  For  example,  138  people  increased 
their  gifts  to  $100,  increasing  dramatically  the  total  number  of  one 
hundred  dollar- givers. 

Our  supporting  family  is  made  up  of  people  who  give  what  they  can. 

Ninety  individuals  and  organizations  gave  amounts  of  over  $500  while  300 
people  on  limited  income  contributed  $5.00.  The  average  contribution 
from  an  individual  was  fifty-four  dollars. 

An  increased  budget  for  1981  should  challenge  each  of  us  to  develop  new 
support  for  this  important  Quaker  witness.  One  simple  way  is  to  des¬ 
ignate  gift  subscriptions  when  we  make  our  own  contribution. 

The  enclosed  window  decal  carries  its  own  message.  It  is  yours  to  use 
in  a  manner  you  believe  appropriate.  As  you  display  this  expression  of 
peace  and  hope,  we  urge  you  to  join  with  many  others  and  send  your 
contribution  for  FCNL's  work  in  Washington. 


Sincerely, 


Robert  P.  Fetter 


P.S.  Because  FCNL  is  a  registered  lobbying  organization,  direct  con¬ 
tributions  are  not  deductible  for  income  tax  purposes.  For  that  reason, 
it  is  not  funded  by  large  foundations,  making  your  personal  partici¬ 
pation  that  much  more  important. 
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